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Japan’s assistance for AFforestation progress in Vietnam
Hanoi, 7 December, 2009- Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) and the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development (MARD) signed the project agreement for “The Afforestation Planning and Implementation Capacity Strengthening Project”.The project will commence in the first quarter of year 2010 with its duration of 3 years, and the total estimated budget is USD 2 million.
Vietnam has been striving to increase the forest cover of the country. In order to support this policy, JICA has implemented a project "Capacity Building for Preparing Feasibility Studies (F/S) and Implementation Plans (I/P) for Afforestation Projects in the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam” (or FICAB) (2005- 2008). FICAB produced a comprehensive Training Package, which is designed for forestry personnel to acquire necessary techniques and skills for carrying out F/Ss and preparation of I/Ps for afforestation projects in Vietnam.
The new project is built on the achievements of FICAB. Forestry managers and officers of 23 provinces, selected from Northwest, Northeast, North Central Coast, South Central Coast and Central Highlands regions, will be trained based on the Training Package of FICAB. Through the trainings, pilot F/Ss and I/Ps, which are expected to be the base of future afforestation project proposals, will be developed and disclosed to the public.Also through this entire process, the Training Package will be further improved to meet the current forestry needs in Vietnam. It is expected that through this project, the Vietnamese government will evaluate the possibility of institutionalize the Training Package so that it can contribute to the acceleration of the socialization of afforestation activities in the country.
Apart from this project, JICA has been working actively in the forestry sector in Vietnam. Its activities range from afforestation, sustainable forest management and nature conservation in the forms of technical assistance, grant aid and Yen loan.
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